100 years ago - Finishing the First Phase

Once the J. H. Wiese Company was awarded the contract to construct the first phase of the four-phase (1922 to 1932) construction of the
Nebraska State Capitol, work on the outer north and south sections of the base progressed quickly. All through 1923 Lincoln residents and
citizens of Nebraska had watched the new building’s walls go up around the second Capitol. By 1924, walls and roofs were being completed
and work moved to the interior of the building. During this period, architect Bertram Goodhue and the Nebraska Capitol Commission were
reviewing and revising the architect’s initial plans and finalizing interior finishes based on the budget and requests from governmental
agencies. As indicated in the competition documents, the project was a collaboration between the architect and the Nebraska Capitol
Commission. That collaboration was suddenly disrupted by Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue’s tragic and untimely death on April 24, 1924.
However grieved the members of the Commission were by Goodhue’s passing, they continued to work with contractors and made decisions
regarding building stone, bronzelight fixtures, wood door finishes,and plumbing and electrical work. After discussions with the Commission’s
Architectural Advisor, Thomas Rogers Kimball and Goodhue’s widow, Lydia Goodhue, Commission members traveled to New York City.
On June 25,1924, they met with Bertram Goodhue’s associates—Francis L.S. Mayers, Hardie Phillip,and Oscar H.Murray. At that meeting, the
Commission and Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue Associates, Architects, agreed the reorganized firm would complete the plans and supervise
construction of the Nebraska State Capitol. Bertram Goodhue’s vision for Nebraska’s monumental Capitol would be realized. After returning
to Lincoln, the Capitol Commissioners resumed their work to see the first phase of construction was completed in time for governmental
functions to occupy the outer square of the new Capitol in January of 1925.
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Pursuant to Notice received per telegram as follows:

"Arril 34, 1924

Roy L. Cochran,

Secretary of the Capitol Commission,
Lincoln, Nebraszksa.

ir. Goodhue died suddenly last night.

Signed: F. L. Mayers"
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The outer square of the
Capitol’s base houses the
Governor's Suite and the
Supreme Court. During first
phase construction in 1924
these areas were readied
for use. The near right
photo shows the Judges’
bench installed, but the
lawyer's bar and lectern is
not. In the middle photo, the
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In the photo below, numerous subcontractors are on site doing various hardware; the concrete sub-
trades. As the stonecarvers work, the granite north steps are being installed floor is visible. The far right
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o 1 g g ‘ el | R Room almost ready for

i o
e

| T ’ HN-RGI234-70-144 [ - UaE PN FIN-R G1234-70-134
Once the walls and roof of the north portal were completed, the next step on the exterior
was to carve the relief sculpture. Above left, scaffold provided access to the arch in October tapestry above the fireplace,
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' 59 temporary covered walkway constructed to
allow contractors to move between the north
and south sections of the outer square during
construction. The elevated walkway remained
in place for staff and the public to use once the
new sections were occupied in 1925. All during
the 1924 construction period, staff watched Toteg - '
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These images are cropped from period photographs taken by William Younkin, Bertram Goodhue’s on-
site architect. The scrapbooks of these photographs are in the archives of the Nebraska State Historical
Society (HN-1234 Group 70 & 71 Younkin Album). Photographs taken during construction provide

information about building techniques used, and the impact of construction on the physical and social
landscape of Lincoln and Nebraska. The Office of the Capitol Commission seeks material associated
with the Nebraska State Capitol. For more information about the 100th anniversary of the construction
of the Capitol or to donate materials to the Capitol Archive visit: www.capitol.nebraska.gov.
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